Figure l.The ORTEP [5] drawing of the title complex. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level and Η atoms are shown as small circles of arbitrary radii.
Complexes of N,N'-bis(salicylidene)-2-hydroxy-l,3-propanediamine ligand have been reported in the coordination chemistry literature during the last decade. These complexes are generally polynuclear such that iron(III), zinc(Il) and nickel(II) complexes of this ligand are di-, tri-and tetra-nuclear respectively [1] [2] [3] [4] . In this study the structure of a centrosymmetric heteronuclear, Ni-Zn-Ni complex is reported as shown in Fig. 1 . No evidence is found for metal-metal bonding as the Ni...Zn distance is 3.0634(7) A. The metal centres exist in distorted octahedral geometries. Each Ni atom is coordinated by 4 oxygen and 2 nitrogen atoms. The Zn atom is located on a centre of inversion and is coordinated by 6 oxygen atoms. The methylene-bonded OH group was expected to form intermolecular interactions, but instead, formed intramolecular Η-bonding to the 0(1) atom of the coordinated dimethylformamide group such that 06-H6... Ol: 06-H6 distance is 1.12(4) Ä, H6...01 distance is 1.83(4) A and 06-H6...01 angle is 177(3)°.
Experimental s

Preparation.
The title complex was prepared in two steps.
Step 1: 2.98 g (0.01 mole) N,N'-bis(salicylidene)-2-hydroxy-l,3-propanediamine was dissolved in 30 mL of MeOH. A solution of 2.37 g (0.01 mole) NiCl 2 .6H 2 0 in 30 mL hot water and 10 mL ammonia (20 %) were added. After 2-3 hours light green nickel complex were filtered and dried in an oven at 413 Κ for 2-3 hours.
Step 2: 0.339 g (0.001 mole) of the nickel complex was dissolved in 50 mL DMF by heating, then a solution of 0.110 g Zn(Ac0);.2H : 0 in 10 mL hot MeOH was added and the final mixture was set aside for I day. The light green crystals thus formed were filtered and dried in air.
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